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MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2002, PASADENA, CALIFORN A

7:01 p.m- 8:13 p.m

MR JOSTES: GCkay. | think we're going to get
started now It's alittle bit after 7:00.

My nane is John Jostes and |I'm an i ndependent
neeting facilitator that has been obtained by the Bureau
of Land Managenent to help today's, tonight's,
tonmorrow s, and tonorrow night's nmeeting be productive
I'"d like to wel come you all and thank you for conmng to
share your perspectives on the Surprise Canyon
Envi ronment al | npact St at enent.

This is the fourth in the series of five neetings
that the Bureau of Land Managenent is sponsoring wth
havi ng neetings in both of afternoon and the evening.
Last Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and today and
tonmorrow. Tomorrow being our |ast night and afternoon
We' Il have those neetings in San Di ego.

W are here this evening to hear fromyou about the
envi ronnental issues and issues of focus for the
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent, as well as to expand on
the range of alternatives that should be considered in
this Environmental Docunent. This group of neetings is
the first of three opportunities that the public and

agenci es have to participate in the process. This one
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is oriented toward focusi ng what issues should be

di scussed, questions that need to be answered, and the
alternatives that need to be addressed in the

Envi ronment al | npact Statenent.

Once we close this portion of the public input
process, witten comments will be accepted until August
30th. So for those you who would like to make conments,
we' ve got sonme comment sheets outside which is a coment
form address on the back. You can use this or you can
use your own way of commenting with a letter or what
have you. But if you can get those in to the BLM by the
end of the nmonth, they will certainly be considered as
part of the Environnental |npact Statement process.

The second part of this public involvenment is a
Draft EIS that will be published, circulated for public
and agency to review, and conments will be accepted, and
| understand there will be a public hearing to take
t hose coments.

Once the Draft is finalized, a preferred
alternative will be chosen and there will also be a
third set of opportunities for public conment. |
bel i eve those center around airing protests with regard
to the preferred alternative that the Bureau chooses as
the action that they would l|ike to inplenent.

For us this evening, the nost productive discussion
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I think is going to happen if you can really focus on
what's inportant and why, and raise questions that you
t hi nk the docunent should address. This is part of an
early consultation process, whereby the input that is
provi ded by the public and various agencies, forms part
of the basis for the focusing of what the docunent is
goi ng to cover.

So far, and | have got sone, about 10 different
topic areas listed up on the flip chart. The Bureau has
focused this particul ar document on natural sources,
cul tural resources, geology and soils, water quality and
water quantity, air quality and noi se, recreation, |and
use and transportation, aesthetics and visual inpacts,
soci al and econom c inmpacts, and wild and scenic river
issues. If you got an issue that's not on that |ist and
it has to do with environnental or econonmic or cultura
i ssues, we want to hear about it this evening.

Wth regard to alternatives, the bureau is | ooking
at a range of alternatives fromthe no-action or
no-project alternative, which equates to tenporary
access for vehicles until the June 30th 2004, the date
that has been specified in the lawsuit settlenent
bet ween the Bureau and the Center for Biologica
Diversity, | believe it is. That settlenent agreenent

is the basis for this process. Qher alternatives
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i ncl ude establishing the Surprise Canyon as a limted
route, a closed route, a open route, and various
alternatives as far as the degree to which it's
reconstruct ed.

And |I'Il get to your question in just a nonent.

| hope nost of you have the agenda for this
evening. On the back of this is a set of meeting ground

rul es, which | have devel oped based upon about 15 years

of experience in running neetings such as this. It's
i ntended to provide us with a productive dialog. 1'd
like to be flexible this evening. 1'd like to run ny

neetings as informally as possible, but at the sane tine
| expect a certain degree of civility and focus. |
expect you to share your passions with us because this
is a passionate topic with a variety of viewoints and
perspectives and we're here to |isten to what those are,
but along with that comes the responsibility to treat
people with respect, to honor the views of a variety of
perspectives and we have certainly heard a variety of
perspectives over the |last seven or eight neetings we
have hel d.

The process works when you share rel evant
information. | think it will make this process nore
productive and a full disclosure process and |'ve

i ndi cated here, we want to deal with differences as
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probl ens to be solved and not battles to be won. In
that regard, I'mreally not going put up with any cheap
shots. | don't expect you to have any but if you did
woul d have to take this neeting and nove it back into
nmore of a formal hearing formand assune ny hearing
officer role which | really don't care to do.

Lastly, Ground Rule eight says, "Limt your
conmments to three mnutes.” | think, based upon the
nunber of fol ks we have here tonight we can be a little
nmore flexible than that. |If you need to take up to four
or five mnutes, feel free to do so, but renenber the
time that we spend kind of limts what we've got at the
end of the nmeeting. So | want to nake sure that every
body has a chance to speak once, before soneone speaks
tw ce.

Steve, did you have a question?

MR. CORVA: You said in your coments about the
no-action alternative -- | didn't quite understand what
you were saying. |Is the no-action alternative
envi si oned by the Bureau what we see on the ground as of
today or what was before the agreement with the Center
for Biological Diversity?

MR. JOSTES: |It's ny understanding that the
no-action alternative would be vehicul ar access all owed

within the Surprise Canyon corridor, outside of
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designated wi |l derness areas as was the situation prior
to the tenporary closure of May 2001. Ckay.

Again, | amnot this intimate with this as the
other consultant mght be. But | think that's where
bring my independence. So |I'mgoing to hear all
Vi ewpoi nts tonight.

And so with that, | think we should probably get
started. |f anybody has additional yellow cards, please
get themup to us.

There's -- just to kind of give you a sense of
where this is going, after this evening and after
tomorrow s neeting, we will put together a summary of
the scoping neetings that will be conplenented with a
full witten transcript which is being recorded for each
of the neetings we had. So it will have your verbatim
testinmony as well as sone of the foot chart notes that
"Il be taking to try to summarize the key pertinent
i ssues here.

So with that, let's start with M ke House foll owed
by G nger Hughes

MR HOUSE: 1'd like to address cultural resources.

| was fortunate enough to go a few years ago when
ny daughter was taking California History in school and
| was able to take her with us. She couldn't hike in

because she has asthma and we were able to go up there
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and explore the area and she was abl e to understand why
that area was inmportant during the 1800s and what it
nmeans, you know, what happened to these people up there
and why it -- why the town went away, why it was

i mportant during it's tinme.

She al so got to see sone of the geol ogy which, when
we | ooked at our pictures since then, she's been able to
| ook at stuff she's doing in school and relate it to
what we saw there and get a hands-on feel for what
they're tal king about in the books.

That's basically all | have to say.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you, M ke, thank you.

kay. The next person is G nger. G nger, just
state your name and if you're affiliated with an
organi zation we'll get that on the record.

M5. HUGHES: Hi, nmy nane is G nger Hughes, and |I'm
associated with the California Association of Four-whee
Drive Clubs. This is ny first year that | haven't been
on the board of that association for four years. | am
al so a past chairnman for two years of Panamint Valley
Days which is held in the area.

Surpri se canyon is one of our main or was one of
our main trails up there. It brought in extra noney to
the association. So there's econonic to our association

|l oss there. There's a |oss of being able to take our
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kids up there to see the history that M ke tal ked about.
There's al so | oss of econonmic to the little town of
Trona. As we drive though that little town very few
busi nesses stay alive. Many gas station have cl osed,

mar ket s have cone and gone. But when we go in that area
we buy stuff there, we get our gas there. So there's
economi cs that way.

Me nyself, 1've gone up there several tines and
enjoy the history there. | enjoy the off roading there.
| enjoy the whole aspect of that canyon and would I|ike
to see it back open

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

Next person is John Dal gl eish followed by Jim
Arbogast .

MR. DALGLEISH. Just a couple things. M nane is
John Dal gleish, D-a-1-g-l-e-i-s-h. I'mwth the
Anerican Sand Associ ation

Sonme things | would Iike to see addressed in the
pl an are the econonic inpacts to the areas outside
Inyo County. People come fromfar away to use the
recreation areas in the high desert. The econonic
i mpacts will be felt in nore areas than just your |nyo
and Kern Counti es.

Peopl e who can't hi ke up the canyon, if you close

it off to the vehicle access, they will not be able to
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use the canyon at all. And if you want to close this
canyon, what are you planning on opening up instead? W
have over 17 nillion acres of wilderness in California
already. W do not need anynore. There are also a 11
streams in the Panam nt nountains. Eight are already in
wi | derness. So why do we need anot her one put into

wi | derness? And that's about it. Thanks.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Jim followed by Jeffrey
Thonpson.

MR. ARBOGAST: Jim Arbogast, with the California
O f-road Vehicle Association

And one thing that | just want to enphasize is
sound science needs to be used in this plan. 1'mvery
concerned with that. | have seen a tendency of agencies
to use what's called, you know, "the best avail able
science." 1'd like to enphasize about that, that we
need sound sci ence.

I just want to enphasize that with this | oss of
recreation up in here, I'd like to see sone type of form
of mitigation. |If and when -- it seens quite often that
we | oose areas to recreate, it seems like this is --
there is no recourse in naking or in conmpensating
recreation for those |oses.

| also just want to al so nmention and touch that

when vehicle access is denied, you are also inpacting

10
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peopl e that are physically disabled and i npaired and you

have further

caused great harmto that conmunity.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. Thank you, Jim

Jeffrey Thonpson foll owed by Bud Schi ck

MR. THOWPSON:. Jeffrey Al den Thonpson,

T-h-o0-mp-s-
private citi

I have

o-n, Alden is A-l-d-e-n. |'mjust here as
zen.

actual ly done a | ot of back packing in the

past five or six years, maminly since nmy son's been

i nvol ved in

boy scouting and my son and | actually hik

Sur pri se canyon back on May 16th of this year. W had

good tine.

But | really want to enphasize that it's pretty

clear frommy experience with the California Desert

Protection Act that the intent of that act was to

mai nt ai n not

ori zed access to Surprise Canyon and | don

think a lawsuit by a really non-interested third party

shoul d change that. Cdearly if they didn't -- if

Senator Finestein did not intend for nptori zed access,

t hey woul dn'

t have left that specific corridor in the

bottom of the canyon.

I do want to nention also that the background

material, |

Only in that

want to take exception to one part of that

it says that the flood in -- what was it?

a

ed

a

"t

11
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2001, September 2001, renmoved nost of the evidence of
four-wheel drive vehicle use. | don't agree with that.
There is a roadbed for much of four miles from-- | can
thi nk of the nane of place now, but the place starting
at the nouth of the canyon.

MR, JOSTES: Chris Wcht.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you. Up to Pananint City
because that's what ny son and | hiked. Wthout that
roadbed, a | ot of that canyon would not be accessible by
foot. Especially the riparian areas, things |ike that,
where branches have been cut back to maintain a trail

And then | just want to -- | just want to point out
too, that any human activities in that canyon is going
to create some inpact whether it's two-track road or
roadbed like ny son and | hiked on or a single track
trail that people would hike on. Those are going to
requi re mai ntenance and those are going to require
cutting back sone brush and as | ong as things |ike that
and as long as these things can be mtigated as the BLM
mandate is for nmultiple use. And | think multiple use
shoul d be allowed in Surprise Canyon period. |If there
is sone way that something -- some all eged damage can be
mtigated, then by all neans, make the effort to
nmtigate.

But like | said, having hiked that canyon and

12
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havi ng hiked a | ot of other areas, | want to nmention a
coupl e of things a couple of other people have already
mentioned. And it's basically that that particular
weekend, nmy son and | and two other people were the only
people in a that entire canyon. There was one other
vehicle parked at Chris Wcht Canp and that's it. There
were four people on foot in that canyon and that was a
gor geous Sat ur day.

Qoviously by all the T-shirts | see at this neeting
and everything else, it's pretty clear that the
notorized comunity has a tremendous ampunt of interest
in Surprise Canyon, and based on the foot traffic that |
saw in Surprise Canyon back on -- earlier this year
it's pretty clear to nme that that's where the use is,
it's notorized use. And as someone who does both hiking
and notorized recreation, | have absolutely no problem
with that.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you

Bud Schick, followed by Steve.

MR. SCHI CK: Good evening, one and all. M nane is
Bud Schick, S-c-h-i-c-k.

And | was here for the afternoon session and
still can see no reason for this closure. It is a great
place for nultiple use. | have been up Surprise Canyon

and if there's anybody that wants to walk up that's

13
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fine. | don't walk and | don't tent. So | like to be
able to get up to Panamint City as soon as possible.

But there is no reason, as | said, there is no
reason on earth for this closure and it was supposed to
be kept open and why it is being closed is beyond ne.

There is an econonic inpact on the surrounding
conmunities. | know nost of us that go that way, we
stop at Ridgecrest and Trona and nake purchases. So
this is a safe way to keep nbney going into these areas.

| thank you, very much.

MR. JOSTES: Steve Corva. Followed by Eric
Ander son.

MR. KUEHL: Hi, ny nane is Steve Kuehl, K-u-e-h-I
I'"'ma legal consultant for CORVA. |I'malso their
i medi at e past president.

|'ve been around this gane for a |lot of years. |
see a lot people | recognize, lot people | don't
anynore. For those that might want to know little

background and such, when the Bureau agreed to close the

canyon with the Center for Biological Diversity, | and
nmy -- our legal staff wote all of the appeals or the
appeal that went into the Board Land Appeals. | have

al so helped with the recent litigation that's been filed
on this issue.

One of ny first issues here is, at this tinme there

14
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is pending litigation, both adm nistratively and in the
U S District Court on this issue. So |I'mkind of
guesti oni ng sonet hi ng here about whether or not this is
the appropriate thing to do at this time because of

t hese pending pieces of litigation that are sitting out
t here.

Be that's as it may, | want to go into a couple of
things here, because |I did an awful |ot of research here
and |'ve spoken to quite a few people in this room here,
but I come to find out in this whole situation that
nunber one, | was around during the California
W | derness Act days or the Desert Protection Act in 1994
and to several of the hearings. | have the hearing
notes and al so have the docunents on the Congress where
i n Congress debated both on the house side and on the
Senate side. There was an agreenment to keep Surprise
Canyon as a notorized recreation corridor and it's shown
on the naps as such

These are the official maps that cane out of both
the environnental conmmunities proposal and these are the
mar ked up naps which, after these cone off the '94
Wl derness Act -- it is clearly shows on these maps a
notori zed vehicle corridor. So the intent of Congress
in my opinion, and that may be sonething for the judge

to decide, was to leave this open as a nmotorized

15
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corridor.

How t he BLM deci ded to go down the route of closing
this canyon, is outside, in my opinion of the
associ ations position and the intent of Congress. |
think we have a little bit of a |legal issue here that we
have to take here.

' mgoing by the notes of a lot of the |l ega
pl eadi ngs that are here. So if you bear with ne, just a
nmonent, 1'l1 pick up where | was at because | just |ost
nmy page. There was an issue within the EA for the
closure here, which has a lot to did with what's going
on, where they go on to state that the off-highway
vehicle comunity, after the flood before the |ast flood
went in and did sonme mnor rerouting of the origina
road bed pass Chris Wcht Canp, if | get that correctly,
and that was done before the WI derness Act according to
everybody that | have talked to fromthe people that
have been in there for years. So how the BLM coul d say
that we're now i ncurring or going inside the wlderness
makes it little difficult for me to understand because
Congress knew that was there.

Let's get on to the issue that was bought up, and
have to bring this up again because there is where a | ot
of information came from There is a termthat BLM

never capitalized and never told us about, but they cal

16
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it "properly functioning condition of the riparian
area." | did a lot of research on that. Come to find
out that a "PFC' as they call it, is a US Forest Service
Docunent. What the BLMfailed to disclose to the public
about PFC is, PFC could only be obtained where the
background of that area is able to handle a properly
functioning condition. Al of us that have been around
Sur pri se canyon, and by the way, | have never been there
innm life, but I know a |ot of people that have, know
that's a highly erodible area and it's al ways been an
area that has received flash floods for years and years
and years. The BLM doesn't have the ability to maintain
PFC in a that area because God doesn't allow for that to
happen.

Let's go on to water quality. They bring up water
quality in their EA about having a water quality issue
within the canyon. The only water quality nonitoring
report that was available within the | ast couple of
years was fromthe California Association of Four-whee
Drive Clubs event that | received and did sone research
on. O all the standards that were taken down, and this
was done as a condition that the Bureau of Land
Managenment put upon them At no time during the entire
event and all the monitoring that was done, did they

ever show in these monitoring reports of the water
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quality that the water within Surprise Canyon ever
exceeded that of drinking water set by the EPA. So
let's forget about this water quality issue because it's
a rouse.

Let's go on to the adopt-a-trail. You have a
wonderful club that's been up there for years and have
adopted that trail and have done a good job in trying to
keep the thing going. Wre those people ever consulted?
No. Those people have tried to keep that place open in
the BLM just shut the door on them

Let nme go into another issue that |I found out in ny
research. BLM never |let people know, but in fact, the
Surprise Canyon route is on the list of routes that the
County of Inyo has on their list to be maintained and
currently sits on that sane exact list of routes to be
mai ntai ned. So there's another issue here, because what
| see is what | would consider to be a county road.

This is a county road folks and it's on there and the
supervisors fromlnyo County have said that.

MR. JOSTES: Steve, you're at about five mnutes.
KUEHL: GCkay. Can | cone back if there's tine?
JOSTES: You bet.

KUEHL: GCkay. Let's do that.

JOSTES: FEric followed by Chris Wtham

3 2 3 3

ANDERSON: Hi, everybody. |1'mEric Anderson.

18
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I'"'mhere to represent the Tin Banner Rigecrats
(phonetic) and the So. Cal. Anchorigers (phonetic).

I kind of want to go on the economic stand point a
little bit here and that, you know, during the Panam nt
Val | ey Days when you have couple hundred fanilies
running up there, every one of those fanilies is going
to pretty much go through, Inyo, Kern, Ridgecrest and
Trona. Every one themis going to stop and fill up gas
tanks, by gas there, buy ice, buy food, a lot of them
stop at restaurants, stay at some of the |ocal notels,
sone of my best friends own a Four-wheel Drive
fabrication shop in R dgecrest and a | ot of breakage
goes on, so they'|ll be stopping, they' |l be stopping on
Inyo and Kern hi ghways to get sone stuff fixed.

You know, a lot of nmoney goes through there. W
need to keep the canyon open. |If they're going to keep
it closed, we're going to have to pay for the BLMto
enforce closure and it just kind of seens silly to do
t hat .

That's all. Thank you

MR. JOSTES: Thank you

Chris foll owed by Robert Yates.

MR WTHAM |'mChris Wtham [|I'mwth the
Four -wheel Drive Club out of Ventura.

| personally have not had a chance to go up

19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Surprise Canyon. We've intended to do it for a couple
of years and as it stands right now, we can't. | really
can't inprove on what Steve was already hitting on
there. You know, it -- the thing that concerns ne is
the fact that this was designated as a route and |eft
open when wi | derness was cl osed.

My only concern and it effects, you know, this and
future land closures. |If we can go and cl ose sonething
that was desi gnated as open here, then what does that
say about the ongoing w | derness designations? Does
that allowin the future for themto close roads that
remai n open now?

And that's about it.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

Robert Yates, followed by Jason Bunch.

MR. YATES: Good evening. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak

A |l ot of people here have expressed a passion for

goi ng four-wheeling up there. | have the same passion.
I'v been there. | have not actually had an opportunity
to take ny Jeep up there yet. It was closed before

could do that.
So fromthat perspective, sone of the legalities
with respect to who is in what court, | can't speak to.

VWhat | can speak to is the Environnental Docunent.
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I've got a nunber of years in experience in preparing
those as part of ny career. What |I'd Iike to see on
this docunent is that the historical use of that area be
the starting point. There has been sone kind of human
i nvol venent inpacting that site for sone where in the
nei ghborhood of a 130 to 150 years. Whatever inpacts
are derived fromthat, need to be reflected. You just
can't arbitrarily go in there and say that it's
non-spoil ed riparian habitat after 150 years of human
contact in the area. | believe the EIR he needs to
speak fromthat perspective.

| think with regard to water quality, you need to
take into account that there was mning activity up
there. There's tailings, there's debris, and you cannot
arbitrarily say that the four-wheelers are the only
i mpact on water quality.

Wth respect to the issue of the road, | believe
the EIR needs to speak to the fact that it was a road,
it was a road when it was closed. And it was a road
whet her or not it was maintained or whether the roadbed
was consi dered passabl e.

I notice in your agenda tonight that you menti oned
that it is -- it's inpassable in sone areas and that's
-- follows what we do with our vehicles. So the road

has been there. |t's been under continuous use and it's
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been passable. So | believe that the Environnental
Document needs to speak to that as well.

Lastly, | believe that there's a cultural issue.
have not had an opportunity to take ny daughter up
there. | appreciate the history of the A d Wst,
particularly the mning history, ghost towns. | just
don't see where closing it off is going allow people to
be able to experience that. You're going to have to be
in darn fine physical condition in order to be able to
hi ke up there with your supplies and visit that area.

Thank you, very much.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Next person is Jason Bunch
foll owed by Matthew Battagli a.

MR. BUNCH: Thank you for letting ne speak. M
name i s Jason Bunch

| repair a lot of vehicles that go up there.
have 15 enpl oyees that | need to feed.

A lot of people go up to this place and enjoy it.
| have al so been up there nyself. It's probably one of
the nost different type of Jeeping | have ever done. It
was very fun for all the people to go and work together
and figure out a plan to nake us get up there which we
enjoy a lot. | don't believe with 52 weekends in a year
that there's many people that go up there. You know, to

really hurt the area. You know, it's -- this is one

22



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

thing I think about all the tine.

The other thing |I think about is, | have heard
stories fromthe backpackers that have been going up
there. They say they woul d appreciate the four-wheelers
to go back up there and take -- renove the trash that's
getting up there and to fix the running water and al
those other things. |[|'ve been to other canyons up there
in the Panamints and it was nice to see the
four-wheel ers where they fix cabinets, left food for
anybody to have, | thought that was really neat.

About the water situation, | was also there when
t hey checked the water before the Panami nt Vall ey Days
and checked it afterwards and found no oils and none of
that stuff init.

If you're going to do this, let us police
ourselves. Let us make sure that the vehicles that go
up there do not leak oil and stuff like that. W can do
that. We want to keep this area. Us four-wheelers are
environnentalists too and we really keep an eye on the
land. If we're up there, we're going to probably take
care of it better than nost people and if you just |eave
it for anybody to go up there and shoot things apart,
that stuff is going to happen, but if we're up there we
can probably prevent those things.

| also don't believe a place |ike the Center for
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Bio Diversity that just cones up with idea of "okay.
Let's close this for the Endangered Species Act" or some
something with really no real -- | don't know what the
record is there but you know they shouldn't be able to
wave a wand and cl osed this thing.

We can see this stuff is starting to happen where
even national news -- | was watching 20/20 on Friday
ni ght and John Stossel tal ked about environmentalists,
pretty nmuch wacko environmentalists |ying about al
ki nds of things to not |let people have -- or farmers
have water or links, these links are not even linking in
certain areas that they want to close these areas. This
is probably the sane thing. W got these wacko
envi ronnent al i sts.

MR. JOSTES: |I'mgoing to ask you not to
characterize people --

MR. BUNCH: Ckay.

MR JOSTES: -- in a way that you would not want to
be --

MR, BUNCH. Extrenme. |'Ill call them"extrene."

MR JOSTES: Whatever. Just --

MR. BUNCH: Okay. Extrene. |It's just basically
what they called themtoo on --

MR JOSTES: Ckay. But we've been doing good so

far.
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MR. BUNCH: Okay. The extrenme environnmentalists
that don't want people to do anything.

| also go through Trona and all those things and
buy things and, you know, probably to those people, the
econom cal value of all of us going out there is hel ping
t hat whol e area.

Thank you, very much.

MR. JOSTES: WMatthew Battaglia, followed by
Ri ck Fisher.

MR. BATTAGLIA: First of all, 1'd like to thank you

for pronouncing ny last name right. M nane is

Matt hew Battaglia. |I'ma life nmenber of Calif.
Four-wheel . |'ve been in the Association for about 13
years now. | have al so been the chairman tw ce for

Panami nt Valley Days and |'malso its co-chair for this
year's Panam nt Val |l ey Days.

Panami nt Valley has a real place in ny heart, not
just Surprise Canyon, but the whole area. In the -- ny
first experience in the Pananmint Valley was in 1992
Pananmi nt Valley Days. That was also ny first experience
goi ng up Surprise Canyon. | was anmzed that City stil
existed to this day over a 150 years later. It's a tine
capsule, but it's a tine capsule that we all can visit.

W all take care of the areas we go to better than

probably our hones. | have watched t he Bakersfield
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Trail bl azers for the last five or six years, they're the
peopl e that have the adopted trail up on Surprise Canyon
and put that city back together, put the water back --
runni ng wat er back together, clean the trash up that

ot her people have left up there, hauled it out, spent a
| ot of hours up there doing that to keep it alive for us
and for our next generations for our kids. So
recreation is an issue, cultural is an issue. | just
can't see why we spend all this tinme fighting Desert
Protection Acts to | eave that corridor open and then al
of a sudden it's taken away fromus and we're the people
who are up there recreating on it and enjoying it, not

t he people who are suing the BLMto close it.

So | think it's there for us. It's public land for
the public and that's who we are and we'd like recreate
on it.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. Rick Fisher followed by
Ed Stevens. Ckay.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | think Rick left.

MR. JOSTES: Ckay. Ed.

MR. STEVENS: My nanme is Ed, S-t-e-v-e-n-s, for the
record. [|'Il focus ny coments and nake t hem sonewhat
qui ck.

I'"mgoing to tal k about cultural resources and
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things that | think the EIS should consider. One, there
is, |"'msure there's a nunber of people like myself who
visited the beauty of Surprise Canyon for a nunber of
years. M famly has ties to the area. M Father was
born in Trona, ny grandfather used to run up and down
Surpri se canyon before World War Il. M great
grandfat her used to work the area, both north and south
of Surprise Canyon as a recreational thing to go out and
try to strike gold or silver. Those are experiences
that, if you close Surprise Canyon now, will be lost to
the rest of the public.

As | nentioned earlier today, Surprise Canyon is
unique in that it is the nost unique or it is the one
canyon that leads to a city that is the best
representati on of what a pioneer town | ooked |ike from
the 1870s, even fromthe 1940s when it was |ast worked
extensively. Although, | do know it's been worked al
the way up to the md 50s.

You go up to adjacent canyons and they suffer a |ot
of vandalism The environmental studies should
recogni ze the fact that Surprise Canyon represents much
nore than any of the adjacent canyons and it should
remain open to notorized traffic so that nore people are
allowed to go see it.

Let's tal k about whether or not the canyon

27



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

qualifies as a riparian area. From ny understanding, a
riparian area has to have constant water 24 hours a day,
12 months out of the year and there are tines in history
that Surprise Canyon runs dry. M contention is the EA
shoul d consider that and disqualify it fromriparian
st at us.

Let's tal k about water quality, itself. | think if
the EA actually used water quality and considered it,
t hey should use the only known report that | know of and
consider that in the EA and that is the California
Four -wheel s Report that shows no inpact of water quality
fromvehicle use

They shoul d al so considered that the difficulty of
the terrain will mnimze future increases of traffic
and maintain that water quality. So there should be no
expectation that the water quality will degrade from

continued use, when | say "use," notorized use

| believe the Environnental Assessment shoul d
recogni ze the fact that Surprise Canyon Road is a road.
| mentioned this earlier. This is not a pristine
riparian canyon. It's an existing road. |It's been
there for 125 years. |It's been nmintained by nmechanica
neans since 1874. The |ack of nechani cal maintenance on

that road in the last five years should not be

consi dered as abandonnment of the road because over its
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125-, 135-year history there's been a nunber of years
that that road has suffered from deferred mai nt enance.

| had sone conmments regarding the three questions
that originally were published and sone of them are:
The canyon area does not neet the BLM s m ni mum st andard
for properly functioning riparian system Through soi
erosion, alterations caused by motor vehicle use.
want it in the record that notor vehicle use is
i nsignificant conpared to seasonal flooding. The
geol ogy of the area is prone to erosion and it's prone
to soil deposits within the canyon w th subsequent
washi ng out of the canyon and anybody that's been up
there should be able to recognize that inmediately.

When | say that the reported street bed alteration
about motor vehicle use, no alterations on a |legal road
recogni zed by Congress appears to be confused with
natural erosion and we should not confuse the two in the
EA.

The second question | got asked in the literature
was several Federal and State sensitive plant animal
species that inhabit the area are being affected.

Sur pri se Canyon has a road running though it. Like all
roads, it will have an inpact on the habitat. And the
EA nust consider the fact that it is a road. It should

continue to be a road. The assessnent on any sensitive
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pl ant or ani mal species nust recognize that it's a road.

The other thing the EA should consider is that, as
far as my experience, there is no recent observed i npact
to any speci es above the flood line of extrene flash
flood events. After each one of those events there is
no indication of nmotorized use having any |asting inpact
in the canyon. | want the record to show that the BLM s
own assessnment in this sunmary that you have outside on
the table confirns that view and that experience -- and
that is says after the floods of 2001 there is little or
no visible inpact fromthe prior four-wheel drive use or
nmotori zed vehicle use. So not only is this just ny nere
opinion, it appears to be the opinion of the BLM

The last thing is, the value of the canyon for
recreation use including the use of notorized vehicles.
And what | want to say is the canyon venue is nuch nore
than a singular venue for notorized us or any single

recreation use. The opportunities are a spectrum of

use. Although the spectrumwi |l be severely minimzed
if notorized access is limted. | urge you to | ook past
the viewthat its only value -- Surprise Canyon road's

only value is notorized use, and | urge to you recogni ze
notori zed access nmust be maintained for serving nore
than the sinple use of the road.

No one here is asking for that road to be paved.
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No one here is asking for the inpact to the habitat or
environnent to be increased over what it was before the
cl osure.

Now, from ny personal experience, ny famly has
driven canpi ng gear and phot ography equi pnent up the
canyon, we've enjoyed taking a | ook at the rocks, the
different mnes in the canyon, we've actually taken
bl ack lights up the canyon to | ook at how the different
rocks fluoresce under a black light. W've actually
taken a tel escope up there and | ooked the at the stars.

Al'l of those things are things that people can do
that need notorized access because the gear it takes to
do those things cannot be carried on your back and you
woul dn't be able to do it and hi ke up those water falls.
Now, | have hiked up that canyon. | have hauled a
bi cycl e up that canyon.

MR. JOSTES: Steve, |I'mgoing to ask you to wap it
up, please

MR KUEHL: And | want to guys to realize that
hiking will not be restricted, and it has never been
restricted. Every tinme | have been up there, even back
in the 60s when it was a graded road, hikers have al ways
peaceful |y coexisted with the vehicle use in the canyon.
It's a shared use road. Hikers have as much right to it

as us people driving it and us people driving it have as
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much right to it as the hikers. There is no user
conflict in ny nmenory of Surprise Canyon.

The last thing is an issue of cultural resources
and recreation. Famlies wthout the physical and
financial stam na demanded of taking a |ong strenuous
hi ke at altitude in the heat will never be able to visit
Surprise Canyon if notorized access i s not naintained.

I think the EA should recognize that not everone is
financially capable of taking a nulti day trip up and
down the canyon which is what it would require if
notorized access is restricted.

And | believe the EA recogni ze that not everybody
has the physical stamina to go up and down Surprise
canyon if motorized access is restricted and those two
things need to be preserved for future generations.

There's enough of the area that is preserved as
wi | derness for those that are financially and physically
fit that they could go and run cross country at wll.

Now | urge the BLMto do everything it can to
preserve reasonable notorized access up to Surprise
Canyon road | eading into Panamnt Cty. Mtorized
access survived the wilderness review and it survived
every ot her natural and man nade inpedinent to travel up
and down that canyon in the last 130 years and the BLM

shoul d recogni ze that.
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There is nuch history and much cul tural resources

that are beyond just motorized vehicles driving and

wi nching up and down that canyon.

And that's enough. | thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you. Ckay. Was your name Ed?
MR STEVENS: Yes.

MR. JOSTES: GCkay. Bud Schick?

MR SCHICK: |I'min there.

MR JOSTES: GCkay. M. Garrison, I'mgoing to

put

you on the end so we can hear other people speak first.

Jeff Kofoed. Okay. Was Jeff going to speak? Okay.

Ri ck Wholers foll owed by Joe Val dez.

MR. VWHOLERS: My nane is Richard Wolers,
Wh-o-1-e-r-s, fromOn The Rocks 4-wheel Drive C ub
Ventura County. |'ma nmenber of the California
Associ ation of 4-wheel Drive d ub.

I guess | just had a couple things that -- the
rules didn't the say that | can not take a pole for

t hose who have been up to Pananint City. Wuld you

in

al |

hol d

your hands up so people know how neat of a place that

is, and it is really neat. |[|'ve only been up there

twice. It's a wonderful experience. It's an experi

ence

nmy fanily has enjoyed with ne. M son was able to go up

with ne on one trip with us.

I"mopen for nultiple use, which is obvious. |
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think nultiple use needs to be seriously considered in
all of these studies. | think that the experience

whi ch has been tal ked about by many peopl e here needs be
part of the study. It is a cultural thing. The whole
famly able to go up together. It is one of the neatest
canyons and it is not a canyon that every Jeep and every
body who has a Jeep can make. You are limted by the
nunber of people that go up there.

| ama little bit concerned on this |awsuit issue.
It bothers ne terribly that someone can cone and bring
forth a lawsuit and close public | ands w thout any
public input. That's the action that's taken and
think that is absolutely wong. |If is isn't wong it
shoul d be a |l aw that makes it w ong.

And | guess that's all | have to say.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you

Joe Val dez followed by Peter Di Prino.

MR. VALDEZ: MW nane is Joe Valdez and I'mglad to
see everybody is here and everyone had a | ot of neat
things to say. I'mreally happy to here about all that.

You know, | don't -- I'mkind of a sinple guy. Al

| really have to say are sinple things |ike about how

beautiful the place is. [|'ve only been up there tw ce
and it's -- the history that's up there it's -- there's
not much history in California. | nmean there's alittle
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bit but it doesn't go way back like it does in Europe or
even back east and in this land of strip malls and cel
phones, you know, sonetinmes you just want to get out of
here and Surprise Canyon is a beautiful place to go.

The structures are there and the 4-wheelers that go
up there, they help maintain the cabins so we have a
warm pl ace to stay and the sane with the hikers and
Surprise Canyon is very fanmous us throughout the United
States, probably even the word. | know there are
people, mllions of people everywhere that would really
like to have this Canyon open but of course they can't
fit in here.

The Bakersfield Trail Blazers, these guys do a | ot
of work maintaining the trail just to get vehicles up
there. | nean, after a nonsoon or an El N no cones
t hough there and washes the road out, which it wll
again, you know, they do little bit of work to help make
sure everybody gets up there safely, and | think the
weat her probably deteriorates the trail nmore so than any
vehi cl e woul d.

And thank you for |istening.

MR JOSTES: Peter Di Prinmo followed by Paul Kober

MR DI PRRMO Hi, ny nane Peter Di Prino, Di,
space, capital P-r-i-mo. |'mspeaking on behal f of

Ventura County 4-wheel Drive Club as well as the 12,000
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pl us nenbers of the www. 4x4.com bulletin board as wel
as the often overl ooked disabled community.

I, nyself, amdisabled. | can no |onger hike.
can rarely now nountain bi ke which is not so nuch an
issue with this canyon but the di sabl ed people are
constantly being | ocked out of our public lands. W
only -- we rely on notorized access to access pl aces
such as Pananint City. Wthout this road, nyself, ny
children, an future generations will be cut off fromthe
heritage and the history of Panamint City.

The other thing that was brought up by one
gentl eman earlier, Jason Bunch, which is often
over | ooked, the people that use these types of areas are
environnentalists. W often get |abeled as
anti-environnental i sts because we have big trucks with
bi g engines and so forth. W spend thousands and
t housands of dollars on the |ocal businesses a well as
busi nesses fromthe across the country in prepping our
vehicles to mnimze the inpact to the environnent. W
air down our tires to create a greater contact patch, to
i ncrease traction, therefor mnimzing the inpact |eft
on the ground.

As far as water quality, | think that was pretty
much covered as well. | have heard numerous conments

that were pretty nuch specul ati on on since vehicles
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travel this road, they nust, in their travel, spill gas
and oil. This doesn't happen on the freeway. | don't
see why it would happen on a one-nile stretch of road
that we're roughly tal ki ng about.

Also the California Association of Four-wheel Drive
conducts a run every year with approximtely 30 to 35
vehicles. The BLM had -- a water biologist was out
there taking water sanmples prior to the event, during
the event, and within 12 hours of closing of the event,
and there were no neasurabl e changes found at any points
during that water quality survey.

As far as endangered species being found in the
area, one that comes to mnd of hand is the Panam nt
Al ligator Lizard. That lizard is also found in 27 other
canyons that are local to the area. So this cannot be
critical habitat if there are 27 other canyons for this
animal. Also, the Pananmint Alligator Lizard, it's
preferred habitat is sand. There's no sand in Surprise
Canyon. So | don't see howthat could classify it as
critical habitat.

A |l ot of people have said that Surprise Canyon is a
uni que eco system | don't feel that is it. It is one
of seven other wet or riparian canyons that are in the
i Mmediate area. So if there's seven others, | don't see

how it could be "unique" by definition. That would
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constitute only one.

Al so, a point that was well covered earlier, this
road has been established since 1873. This was
est abl i shed by butcher cart wheeled vehicle. It is a
designated road on the county books with the County of
Inyo. It is nmaintained or on the books to be maintained
by the County of Inyo.

In the past, it received aid fromthe state as wel
the Federal Government to maintain this road. Therefore
and under RS2477, | don't feel that this could be closed
by the BLM because it is not their jurisdiction

| also feel that the BLM needs to use sound sights
to govern any of it's land use policies. The |and
bel ongs to the public. They need to be kept inforned.

A lot of people -- a couple that spoke earlier had not
heard about this nmeeting except through word of nouth.
So | think maybe we need -- the BLM needs to focus on
getting the word out about the neetings. Maybe nore
mailings or on the internet, on their web sites,

what ever, maybe give a little bit nore notice before the
nmeetings so the public can be involved and get a greater
overal | perspective on what the majority of the public
wi shes to have done with their plan.

In closing, I'd like to remi nd everyone in this

roomas well as the BLMthat hunans are part of the
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envi ronnent and shoul d not be excluded fromit nor
shoul d they be represented as controllers of the
environnent. As certain organizations such as the
Center for Biological Diversity and the Sierra Cub seem
to feel that we are.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

Paul Kober foll owed by Tom Lowery.

MR. KOBER: My nane is Paul Kober, K-o-b-e-r. 1I'm
a field rep for the California off-road Vehicle
Associ ation. Mst of nmy comments have al ready been
stated, but 1'll state them again.

The EA nust reflect the history of the area. It is
a county road. County graded road. | have been up that
road many times. In Vol ks Wagon, so you know it was a
road. | was up before it was washed out. | waited for
it to be repaired and returned to Panamint City
afterwards. The access is the issue that needs to be
mai nt ai ned being that it is a historical road, RS2477
nmust apply to this county road. The only danage that
could be done by notorized vehicles will be washed out
hopefully by the rains this sumer. W have a right to
recreate. The only correct thing to do in this area is
to dunp the lawsuit. The only endangered species in

this canyon is the offroader
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Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Tom Lowery.

MR LOAERY: Well, like a lot of people before ne,
sonme of my points have been covered before, but a |ot
these can't be stated enough

This area was specifically set aside for notorized
vehicular traffic. It was set aside by Congress. |
have seen nothing to indicate that the environnental
i mpact of this road is consistent with the road. It's
not a wilderness area. It is a roadway. Now, the road
at this point is certainly in a nmore natural state than
when it was graded on a regular basis. As far as |I'm
concerned, that's a good thing. 1'mhappy with the way
it is. The limted vehicular traffic up a difficult
road will limt the environnmental inpact.

There are 11 perineal streans in the Panam nt
range. Eight are protected in wlderness areas. One is
open to offroad use if Panamint Valley or if Surprise
Canyon renmai ns cl osed, none will be available for
of froad use. That's 100 percent closure sure, there are
ot her canyons and other trails, but none with the beauty
of Surprise canyon. | have never had a chance to go up
there. | have seen pictures. | would like to go up
t here sone day.

On the econonic standpoint, I"'msure we've all seen
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that the businesses in Trona change their business hours
on the weekends when four-wheelers are up there. That's
a statenent by the City of Trona and it's businesses.
How i nportant our dollars are.

In closing 1'd just like to say that it's, in mny
opi nion, absolutely inproper that any group with the
noney to pay the attorneys can interfere with our
proper, rightful, legally sanctioned and congressionally
desi gnat ed use by thousands of people of this canyon.

Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Steve, did you want to continue wth
your remarks?

MR. KUEHL: Just a couple nore. Oh, you better get
her in first.

MR. JOSTES: Are you going to be doing something we
haven't heard before?

M5. FERGUSON: Yes, sir. Actually, my nanes is
Geri Ferguson and | represent the California Association
of Four-wheel Drive Clubs. | have attended -- | missed
one scoping neeting, but | have attended all the rest of
themso that's why he was saying is it sonething new

W tal ked about the Panami nt Valley Days. One of
the things that hasn't been brought up is that Surprise
Canyon is world-w de known as one of the superior places

to go four-wheeling throughout the world. At Panam nt
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Val | ey Days, we have had peopl e from Japan, Germany,
Australia, England, all across the United States,
especially the western states, we have had nunerous
peopl e and cl ubs cone over to specifically go on
Panami nt Valley Days. They sign up way in advance to
get into this and, | nean, half the tine we can't even
under stand what they're saying but you can tell by the
| ooks on their faces that they enjoyed their day and
being able to go up to this place.

The magazi nes have witten | don't know how many
articles in their magazi nes about the superior
four-wheeling that is available up there. This is part
of the history of canyon and it's needs to be included
in that. Plus, those people aren't here. They are not
bei ng represented by anybody. You know, from some world
association, so, | mean, they canme that far to travel to
go on this canyon. It's inmportant. The Japanese spent
probably four or five days up there, filmng and doi ng
all kinds of stuff. They were a ot of fun. Couldn't
understand them but they were fun

But that's inportant too. You know, it's not just
a thing that effects us locally, it effects the whole
world, and | just wanted to make that point.

Thank you.

MR. JCOSTES:. Steve.
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MR. KUEHL: Since | only get to cone to one of
these neetings, | guess | got to say it all in one.

| believe that the EI'S Draft of the BLM nust
expl ore an adjustnent of any w | derness boundary within
that canyon which is allowed for in the desert
protection act. There is specific clear |anguage that
says that the BLM rmay adjust payroll to fit the needs.

In a conversation with one of the Ridgecrest
Staffers within the last few nmonths, | cone to find out
that the official Congressional naps that were supposed
to be done years ago have never been acconplished in
this area and they're in a "draft form' and were never
brought out to the public for themto look at. So if
we're in that draft form Congress is allowed for an
adjustment for the wilderness boundary to be able to
acconmpdat e any concerns about the re-route quote,
unquote within that area.

Nurmber 2, |'ve not heard it bought up yet, but it's
nmy understanding fromtalking to folks within the
California four-wheel realmthat the top of the canyon
there in the Pananint City area happens to be a thing
called "private property."” 1t happens to be owned by a
group, | believe, in Texas, but | may be incorrect. W
have not tal ked about the access to that private

property. That's very inportant because who knows?
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Maybe 1'm going to go up and buy that out and I want ny
access to ny property.

Let me touch for a nonent on why we're here today.
Was this sonething that was driven end by Congress? Was
this somet hing was driven by a legislative branch? Ws
this sonething was driven by some managenent thoughts
and concerns by the Bureau before it was in this
lawsuit? No. So what this docunent needs to explore
and needs to good into great detail is: Wy are we
doing this docunent? |Is this driven by a lawsuit or is
this driven by really good sound nmanagenent? | don't
think it's -- well, I"'mnot going to get into that.

There's been a proposal for wild and scenic river
and one of the portions of the Wld and Scenic River Act
is that these areas have to have outstandi ng remarkabl e
val ue, and yes, this is an outstanding and renarkabl e
area, but is it not represented by other canyons that do
have simlar types of water flow and aren't we already
protecting those things? So | believe that the docunent
needs to go into great detail to be able to justify any
potential addition to the wild and scenic river system
and if they decide within the docunment to do so, we need
to be very open about what wild neans, what scenic
nmeans, what recreation segnents nmean and how they wil |

i mpact the access to this area.
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If, indeed there were sone type of a real problem
inthis area, |'mtalking with the off highway vehicle
-- notor vehicle recreation division and staffers,

t hey' ve never received any kind of a request by the
Bureau of Land Managenent to be able to bring this thing
up to a better standard for the riparian area. | find
that interesting.

The Endangered Species Act is there -- | believe
was a good act for a lot of reasons. | think it's been
abused. Yet, within the canyon there are no endangered
species. There are sensitive species, and | understand
fromthe off-highway Mdtor Vehicle Division that there's
been a lot of things that a couple of folks within the
Ri dgecrest -- have been up there looking at. They're
having a difficult tinme determning that there is a rea
problemw th the Panamint Alligator |izard and others
there. So I'mhaving a difficult tinme.

They need in this docunent to really expand upon
this because this is something |'mgoing to focus on
froma | egal perspective.

Finally, | think that the bureau suffers right now
froma real being lack of credibility with the
of f-hi ghway comunity and | think that if the Bureau has
done the job to hire an independent firmto be able to

wite this docunent and to do the work that needs to be
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done, | appl aud that.

Moreover, | think we need to get the Bureaus own
bi ol ogi cal fol ks out of the picture. Bring independent
bi ol ogi cal people in. So that it doesn't stink like it
does today. There are sone problens with people that we
can prove and docunment within the Bureau, within this
resource area who woul d have been a proponent to cl ose
this area for a nunber of years. They're in decision
maki ng roles, and let's not have a problemlike we did
with the Desert Tortoise where we have those that are in
anti-us and those that are for us.

And | think that we need i ndependent, hired out
scientists to cone in, even do a review possibly and |'m

going to be calling for this on the Desert Tortoise of

the -- help me with this. This is an independent group
use that did the -- river area, the National Science
Council, | believe it was sonething was brought in up

that. We need to get this so that it doesn't have an
air about it that can be considered w ong.

That's the end of my comments and | appreciate it.
Thank you.

MR. JOSTES: Thank you.

One | ast comment from Garrison Norvell. Garrison
were you going to speak again or you already spoke this

afternoon? He left? Okay. |s there anybody el se who
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hasn't spoken who would |ike to speak?

Thank you all for your comrents this evening, they
have been nore wi de rangi ng than we've heard in our
previ ous neetings and that helps to nake this a richer
process. Again, as | said at the beginning, we will be
having two nore neetings. One tonorrow afternoon at
3:00 o' clock at the Hilton Mssion Valley in San D ego
and one at 7:00 o'clock in the evening sane pl ace.

Thank you all for coming. Good night.

(This session was concluded at 8:13 p.m)
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